Natura 2000 Moldova: Promoting the European approach to nature conservation
Terms of Reference for the position
“Expert in zoology with relevant expertise in main taxa other than birds”
Targeted field surveys and updating of zoology data on species listed under EU Habitats Directive occurring in the Republic of Moldova
1. Project context and background
In 2022, Moldova was granted EU candidate country status by the European Union at its request. A condition for EU accession is the fulfillment of all requirements of the acquis communautaire applicable to EU member states. In the field of nature conservation, this involves the establishment of a functional Natura 2000 network. The process for establishing Natura 2000 it is based on the identification and scientific assessment of habitat types and species listed in Annexes I and II of the Habitats Directive from the entire territory of the country. Existing biodiversity information from previous projects, scientific institutions, protected areas and the Emerald Network can provide an important starting point for identifying future Natura 2000 sites. However, because these datasets differ in methodology, spatial precision, completeness and level of validation, they must be critically assessed and, where necessary, complemented by targeted field surveys to verify habitat types occurrence, species distribution and conservation conditions.
The project “Natura 2000 Moldova: Promoting the European approach to nature conservation” is funded by European Union and implemented by a consortium of three non-governmental organizations Arnika – Citizens Support Centre (Czech Republic), Public Association Ecological Society “BIOTICA” and Public Association EcoContact.
The project supports the Republic of Moldova in preparing the scientific, technical and institutional foundations needed for the future Natura 2000 process and for the application of relevant EU nature conservation requirements. By developing methodologies, digital tools, biodiversity data and national expertise, the project will support the Ministry of Environment in preparing Moldova’s future Natura 2000 proposal. In the longer term, it will contribute to improved biodiversity conservation and closer alignment of the Republic of Moldova with EU environmental standards.

Project objectives 
1. Scientific and Technical Preparation 
Support the Ministry of Environment in preparing the scientific and technical basis for Moldova’s future Natura 2000 proposal following the settled EU procedures. 
2. Methods, Tools and National Capacity 
Develop the methodologies, digital tools, biodiversity data and national expertise needed for habitat and species surveys and assessments, mapping and future Natura 2000 implementation. 
3. Awareness and Engagement 
Increase understanding of Natura 2000 and relevant EU nature conservation requirements among public institutions, stakeholders and communities.


2. Purpose of the assignment of the Expert in Zoology
The field data collection in the frame of the project will be implemented by a multidisciplinary team of national as well as international experts in different taxonomic groups. Priority will be given to surveys in current Emerald sites and other valuable areas where biodiversity information is outdated, incomplete, geographically insufficient or where recent field verification is lacking. The work will be based on existing information and will not constitute an entirely new inventory of all biodiversity within the selected sites. Instead, the experts will undertake targeted field verification, updating and supplementation of existing biodiversity data.
The purpose of the assignment is to provide scientific expertise for the identification, field verification, documentation and updating of information on selected animal species, included in the reference lists of species listed in Annexes II, IV and V of the Habitats Directive and occurring in the Republic of Moldova, excluding bird species, which are outside the scope of this assignment. 
The work will be done by a team of experts in various taxonomic  groups who will work independently of each other.  The experts shall cover different taxonomic groups according to their individual expertise and the needs identified by the project team.
The allocation of target species, taxonomic groups and target areas among the experts will be agreed by the project team, taking into account the expert's taxonomic expertise, geographical knowledge, existing biodiversity information and the overall need to ensure adequate coverage of the Republic of Moldova. Each expert will be responsible for the field surveys and data collection within her /his assigned species and target areas. The results of the field surveys will be used in the future preparation of Natura 2000 site documentation and Standard Data Forms, scientific analyses and conservation planning. 

3. The specific responsibilities of the Expert in Zoology
The expert is responsible for the implementation of the following activities and tasks:
· Participate in training sessions on field mapping and biodiversity survey methodology and internal meetings organised by Arnika and BIOTICA at the beginning of the assignment as well as during the field surveys;
· Review and confirm, together with the project team and team coordinator, the target animal species from the Reference lists and target areas that will be assigned to the Expert for field mapping; 
· Review existing information concerning target animal species in the assigned target areas;
· Plan preliminary the field work to map the target animal species in advance (number of days, preliminary dates) and elaborate a visit plan coordinated with the Project team and team Coordinator;
· Conduct targeted field data collection during appropriate periods for the detection and identification of target animal species in target areas by applying the project-approved field mapping and biodiversity survey methodologies. Collecting the field data requires using  appropriate devices (tablets, mobile phones) with pre-installed application. Application and training how to use it will be provided by the project team. 
· Record the identified occurrences of target animal species in the application and provide photographic evidence where required;
· For each confirmed occurrence of a target species, the Expert shall fill all the required fields in the designated digital data collection system, including estimates of population size, abundance, threats and pressures affecting the target species and their habitats, and other relevant parameters required by the methodology;
· Ensure reliable field identification of target species and, where field identification is uncertain, document the uncertainty and provide sufficient photographic or other supporting evidence for subsequent expert verification;
· Participate in data quality-control and validation procedures;
· Prepare brief periodical activity reports summarising the fieldwork undertaken, including areas visited, number of working days, species surveyed and recorded, and number of occurrence records collected (to be specified by the project team). The Expert should also complete timesheets that will include working days and places of her/his work.
Periodical verification and validation of the recorded information during the assignment will be done by experts not included in the field mapping. The Expert shall provide clarification or additional evidence where requested. If an error or omission attributable to the expert is identified, the expert shall provide clarification or correction within the agreed timeframe. Repeated submission of unreliable, incomplete or demonstrably inaccurate information may constitute grounds for suspension or termination of the assignment.

4. Indicative level of effort and deliverables
The actual number of working days assigned to each Expert will depend on the number and distribution of target species and areas allocated to the Expert, existing data and identified data gaps. BIOTICA will determine the work schedule in consultation with the expert and may adjust the distribution of days among activities according to actual project requirements, provided that the contractual maximum is not exceeded.
The expert shall provide the following deliverables:
· Initial review and work plan with target species and target areas that will be researched. A short document confirming understanding of the assignment, relevant target species, target areas, indicative work schedule.
· Periodical short activity reports (if requested) and filled timesheets on fieldwork undertaken, including areas visited, dates, problems and limitations, survey effort and relevant observations and fieldwork records into the designated digital system during field works.
· Final expert report that will include summary of activities undertaken, areas surveyed, dates and survey effort, species recorded, significant conservation records, relevant habitat observations, data gaps and limitations, recommendations for further surveys.
All deliverables shall be submitted in the formats requested by BIOTICA.
A deliverable shall be considered completed only after review and acceptance by BIOTICA following a prior check by Arnika. BIOTICA may request corrections or clarifications where information is incomplete, data are inconsistent, identification is questionable, required photographs or supporting evidence are missing, required data have not been entered into the designated digital system, reporting requirements have not been fulfilled. The expert shall correct such deficiencies within the timeframe specified by BIOTICA. Payment shall be linked to the accepted work and deliverables in accordance with the individual contract.

5. Required qualification and experience
The candidate shall have university degree in biology with specialization in zoology or a closely related field and demonstrated expertise in the identification and study of one or more relevant taxonomic or biologic groups of animals, relevant professional or scientific experience in zoological field surveys, demonstrated knowledge of the relevant fauna and biological groups occurring in the Republic of Moldova, experience with biodiversity surveys and field data collection, ability to use digital data collection tools. The expert shall indicate in his/her application the taxonomic groups and species for which he/she can provide reliable field identification. Bird species and any ornithological experience are not covered by this assignment.
6. Application documents 
Applicants shall submit:
· Updated CV, including relevant professional and scientific experience;
· Information on the area(s) of expertise relevant to the position applied for;
· Declaration of availability for the assignment (form attached to ToR);

